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The Centenary functions of our Guruji is being conducted across the globe from 2026 to
2028. Guruji, with Blessings of Chendilandavan, has set Ragam Thalam to Thiruppugazh
songs and taught us with love and affection. We carry a lot of good experiences with Guruji
as well as about Thiruppugazh songs. Anbargal would also share such divine thoughts with
other Anbargal. ‘Guruji nutrandu malar’ is an humble attempt to present such thoughts by
publishing a souvenir on the occasion of Inaugural function in September 2026.

The anbargal responded with enthusiasm when the announcement about inviting articles
was made. This edition of e-Souvenir carries selected 18 articles penned by anbargal from
India and abroad. To facilitate the anbargal to listen to these articles, link is also provided
for the audio version of each article.

From now till Sep 2028, further editions of the e-souvenir is planned to be released
progressively. Anbargal are requested to send further articles with the same enthusiasm.
Happy reading !
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GLald “ HHMBIGCSHTET L06oTHMS , (HMEICHTET QleuGerlenl , &ITETLD eT6dTMILD
@ OBICHTET, QUHHSLILY @UBEICHTET” " STHL6V CFMfl &85 Geusv all(HILD
G&ITEUTITEUT (LN (IH&60T | (H6IT UGl HMTCLD 2108 QeuelLILGGLD “ 6TeoTM
BLO&G 2 LCSHEHMTH.

LS AH&HE5S5SI6T 6UHSTH6T LHD LTSS WFTe0H6IT. 2|5 60T
T HEHHMSGE CHL(HILD , LIMQWLD 3{BILIN S SH6UTSHET , [HITEOT 6T60T LIS MM,
o uNGTm(H =eredr eTedTLISMMI, Qeder] BT LFLILNTLD eerfl LSGS , @hmeoTLD S TLIL
&I 6T HS FSHCUWT(H), ClLD6V6V QLNEVEY FTLAL Q& TE0oTL_F&HETTE , LI 60T60T T
FeHLI Q& MTeooTLJ&6TMSHAID 2,8 (L0 ([H & 601160 B ([Heunerflev B&RUITE
ANOHBMTISET. @ SIS M6 (NIHSET6T HMHS F&HE). QLITML S LMY Flallgipld
QUMM , @BITeTL] QLA 66w D QUMM LISVTEHESSE (NSID HemL&HosLl
QUMM EVITLD 6TTR MM |([H6evor R flBTSHT.

POLUSD RF @5 FeuGMmBTHET 6Ths CHISH LD
GHITVEGME S WL 60T HevdFFlsevoTIqul6v aUbH G SITLF Q& m(HLILITET .

GBBITSHE0T * SLDLDIT @) (H G FTV AM" TeTMID ,"SiMlemed HMleug QUITIH6T
CTETMID * RISV ANV WSS RSINGS * Fudadms QLDONSO GBS
SMleumy HGLULSLD ilGHSHSHTE6T.

S LIS @enFLILIATHET " AHSSITHRSSHTEH6T * 6TeoTm
GSOILEL I GESDTT S GHTRIBTST e &HeT.

GO , FHLILHMLD @& LILIS 6TT6V [HLD LD6ITHI60 3J6m6VLITULD
S| TTEUG I 6TevoTEOOTHISGET A MEe ellev Tl (BILD &) eMUIETLLD , &) 60 M6 60T 60T
L& e UMM FABseneru]d GG BLD eTHev GLCMHEISH BIMHESLD .
MTenMULD BH S H60T GOV Blemeveml HITLD 6TL L (LOLQU|LD . 3jeNpLD
STLMMI , SHHMI D6THSH 60T Q&I epLEIHSI 6T L LILIL L &6060T , F&HeV(INLD LM
LOOM BIHGSLD WPEHSHEET , SHqUiel] CHTIY Genm & B S T Taild Geuml weoflw
SMIWIMS &(He0I1600T GLO(HED)6U—85(THEM600T UM IfIFlem Ul Q&F6dTmI, 85600T(H 2, 60THS
LITOUFL06MLWIGVITID . @ SIG6l @eills Hwmernms ,(igeile 2 [He
LML I9e0mB& M) , LNIHSHEMET @(H 2_6TemMTIHEH CRMTHIWNS SflF &
(WDIQUDUILG QFWURMS! . CRMTH 2_60oTIH 60T aUTLD6| FaILD 6T60Tm 'CFMTI&HLD
(BHaUnedl) 6T6Tm BlenevemU {606V . @HS GMLF BHILLE
LGSR ITeooT TS , GFTQ6UT6r0TTH G, [H6m6TQUIIT6I0T TS S LOMEGLD HLO6MLD BHITGLD
2 T HS Q&TETEHLD HS Blemevulev , 9HG eperflulley GeuQmmesrouid LIg LIL M),
LNy &

13



@bS SBHLF W GHUSLTS 2 LICGHEHSL QUHM I EHILNSGS
GeuetoT(H)LD .” 2-MIT GUH UMSSHWLI QLITIHETTGC6V , (NIBHSIT ! 2 60Tl LIS
STLFemWS SIHeumGW! “ eTedaTH MITTS([H6ooT R flBTSHT. 4,60TLOITEU T 0TS
FSSTHW LNgUEsFIumm BriGwe|Ler , @ueLTsCal Haisbemnsd FMHLD .
LD6OTLD LIS &6 Bletmevenll QemL WD GUIME (LNHE6T , eTHflev & Heumul Ggmedrm
QLOUIEHTEOTHEMS 3| ([HEHH MITEIT . RTMICLD HMEMTSH, LITEHH 6V aUMTLDHS a6l
BTW&Hemw LflUs@GeIl 8BS oL Q& meuorL Gl GLIT6V (LN(HSHE0T HLO6MLOU]LD
L QS TETAUTEN . ST MSHTEFLD 6T ILGID Bl @& W GendHUN6) G560mMs
GSQUIBSERDTET. 58T SHs F1&ETSASTETMI6L SL HH
&HEHF S FI6e0MCeUMGetT’ — ( L& JLIL|MHIS)

SwHL—

SG) H(B &.6TeN . @I THAUGT AUTSHETS ClLIIH (WMEWITE & ([HLIL &Ll 6o
S|HENLD , QLIHEMLD 2 6V &HMHIGD Causnmul Ligedl BRI M. “S [HLIL|S5LD
S|GOTLITE6T “ 6T60TM emLnLiemLl Hevedluilev 2 HeumsSHW Bl GIHES , LIs26n)6or
FOUIISTWSH 6V, 60TV 6 ([H &S WITFLDITET HeV6V SIBITLS @6em& Limevoruilev
FHSLID LIMLPTNG allalenlngSis Q&EMTHSHBERAMTT. UEHHGW , &L(h&
CHMTULIMGD (N&ERWESSIaID QEHETHSHBLILIS 6(H 5601l LD E 5T .

&600T600T601 60T GeUUWIleMEFSHEG CHHG LIS SHH) J6IT LOWIMHIG6eUS CLIM6V, LD6ITS)
ST m, eflemerdseT FGMIL, D6TS! LIS 2 M HIHLILISLD LT LD6VIEETITE LD
6TeLBEITEM LD GUIf6ITLI Bl6meVEH @ AMPESIF QFOTMTT HLD & HE) S|6UTEH6T.
SITJ600TLD — S6011 5 SI6U(LNem LW GHSIu6tr @ems BHUlLD .

GBS LITL6V&H6T6T FHh LD , HTETD , @M WMMID LITeD
GEMMWITIOE , @) 6M& @BHITEITLD @)VEVITEH 3J6OTLITSHEHLD H[HLILIGLD LML 6V&HmETLI
LML (PL&BMG eTeaTmTeL , 318 &He3Iuedr Limesot] , jeul SMHmIs Q& T(H &G WD
(DM . R6MEF BUILD , Q&ML aueTld GHS @em&uilest @) eofleminulleormev
SUTLILL®M , HGLILSLD LUTL60&Hem6TL LIMQal[HLD jeTLTS6T HTememnLailev
@ 6ueurflW @pITeoT HIT6L —'G6eUd FITFLD 6T60TMI &600T(H 685 T600T 60T . &M &5
SITI6O0TLD "QUMD SN HEHGS B(HLILISLD “ 6T60Tm &M1& CHTCTM(h
G RFBTST UGS5S5 QHTHSHHEHGLD " 6iTL, HeIGTTSLD” 6T60TM G)(H
o wiflu QpmlsemeTll LeTtumn) , eTerflemnemil 2 60T IS &N eUen&H U6 & [He)
QUMLDIFS STLIQW QBN M 6T6dTGM GIFMELEVEVITLD .

FHLULSHWESTH GH) smnlwl Q&meor(h) 0SS TSl F (HHIGHIH
26560 W W 1f 9iibeu llGWTEISHS LADT &M GBEHES

" GBI SHLD GG MevorL_60T “ 6Tedrm LIL_L LD 3jeflg s Qa&ergells S mLriug &L
QUTBSSHEGLO.

BITLALD QUL FHSH UL @HS W% 2 DLSLOMET SHLILISHLD
GTEOTERGOTM @) 60T LIS G696V ELOLDE), (LD(HSHENET H&HTMTHTFINTHUW [HLD 2 _6TeTEH S 6V
M6eUSG 2 UIGATLOMS!
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(WP(HS6T H(HCILDEIT LDEVITLILIT G hIS 61T
Sitalakshmi Neelakantan

https://tinyurl.com/35ffsmb4 ---2

&M&agnd UHUPHS USHTGCeT SigCW(HEEI% CQsT(HS S

15 SGETAABTET, WHSTEES NGhS FHS BILLIkISEEL 60T

iGN ol QuTsHagLomest H(bLULSLHEL, LsLCUMELD,

Bem Qervanéill ervgev QFeLAINGS CLI(HEUTLDE] FHM&SEMLD Fl6UEhHITET (LP&S),
upsd Qer(hsHsH 2 galyflwuelb, @oelemet (WM, QmeNCuim@h L6
Imell sM&s S, USHWL 6T 2 (B, WPHEHET SHHEUGMIW ET6TuenL b,
Fgen LRSI CLDETSLNE0lm6mT QUMIISDES, Sl Lev HBLULSLD LITL 60 &6
umiq U &SEMITIJ.

‘Bl g HGeuy §550UT0AsM,. Hmare &GIHE UsH QTGS
Tt U NBMLGEDT L ND eormed LLeme Q&SI WhSI([HarHflbTg)
SBall Sihd HBUUSD UM eL&aNNBHEI, ThSEHHS SHLULUSLD SHMISH
Qarhes Uf GUHHBIUNGT UTHRIGMET BLOVSHSHSH, S6UTSH6I
SLFTUTHSGIL 60T, "(P([HSH60T H(heulg &Frewuid” UMM Heveumenm SMesorGUITLD.
(GETHFBISHT SHUTHET, (L (HSLCLBLOTENT H(herg Fmdag QUMM L6V
QNGOG (P HSLCILILLOMeT Sl(hellg FHaudhHe &SIl L6 SH(HLLSLD
LML 6L &erMeL QgefleumsLl Lmgui(mbSSmmiy.

aNHluferr LWL QUhS HTHSHHO(HHGH eN(HLL 6D, LIGHIILCILIMEYLD,
QEHHLHST UHSLOIHSG GUIHLOTCET!, 3iEhFeVEHFCIVEST GUMITITI! 6T60TM
Nyrj&SHenent, LD 6TeLCEOMHEGLD LILISHICTONSTE HEOLOHSI6TENS).

"& 6o (R QLOMLA" 6T60TM) YTDINGGLD SH(HEFCQAFHGMT LFHeVLI LITL 606D QbhHsH
GOILL 2 6rTeng).

@eua|L 60 HemeUIITEET) 6T60TM) 6T6TUI6NTT 2 6MENMHG| SIEMEVILITLOED, Hl(HEUH 6N
QuUITBHAIW UTLDEETe Haudsdleniill QUOMI, HeveL Hlemevsmlll CUM 6T HG
2 601G H(HAUGMUS HHAUTGUL! 616N FaMIUMS "R(HEUDMT € ([HEUT
GCaMl " e160Tm LILDH 6rV&6VLI LML Ig 60 SHTEUIT6VITLD.
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MNywspid, HsnmuNedphg LG NETENIELEHSHME S @bLOLIG (b6
CoHaUTSHEHLD eUMIRIEGLD, HleubiL(pLome GLIGssr, @ImoeoT Lo (H&Geor, euelTei
LoewreUmenGenr!, gy (BLD LUNGeM QUBLD QemenGuImGent!, FJ6T 2 L 60M, &L 6V
euMMILI Gurs, Calem§HmG CFIHSHIL CILI(HLOTCET!, STV 6160601
SIEDISHMO6L 2 6018 Qreto(n SHl(healgsenaTud eUfLL. Si(heTeumGLLL! eTeoTm)
gamieug "umrdl WH -aIM OSTLMIGL evalmhl ey 6rv&evL

UM g 60\(hGI SHAMSI.

Lev Qamqul CrmU&eT epeuCleum@ NmeNulleid eTerrement e(hHSTS Lilg
2 6015 S(HEUIGEHENET ([ 6ITEUTGILLI-6T6UEUATEY SLDSHITEI UGl

Qb5s sHHGETET HBUUSDY CHTL S7EGD SHHETD” 6T6TL.
"L Crrs" 6earm (STLRIGL HhSHSHEUTN 6rvGHe0 LML 6L @&emeus
&M&EE

‘6TEOT G 6T60TM)| FaMLLGLD YemF&HeT SIMMIL GCUNs, S, Ceu@Gef, &SI
6TETEILD (LPLDLDELMIGET, Q&Mgl GLoms eNsmn Geneu BRALCel, 2 618
Queni(h HEHeUG ST ShH&, H(HETUTCU. 6T60TM) Famieleng "Sifleurbul--
(eufl GEFHHB) " HHCURISLLD 6rv&H6eVL LIMLIG60 SITEUIEVITLD.

D6uTdH GLPLULLD S(HLD LD BHICLEHMET 628, 62(h LILIGDILD SHT6WING),
ADULSHE (6T, 2 60TeDIMLUI STLOMTH Sl(HerlgsHemar all(pLdL, 2 6o
UL 628 (HETeUTGU.  6TeTLmS "ULNWMIFL L SLOMET" 6160
QFMLAIGL SHalmL&aL0 evgeoll LML CSFlaNsSAmE.

b GehiGenar 2 enl W UTjeud CHeNuNest HrHeormest FeuGL(HLOMEnI&HS,
CougmaLmIGsmen Smeflw GIhGeal! [HeL &6, maeUfl < HCumlest
GLHMGCI aleTail-CHaCFaTmallsr LoswureumenT!, eTesrml GUTMHM, 2 65T
Smaugemil 61601 HMeLGLOEL Gl Gl g CUIsHIEML U STD QNST] HTSHLD
QaL(h L Geu HeiTMTS HE6D (EHT6IHGIL 60T 2 60T6m60T [HIT60T LITL
SImHemeunGuL! eTeoTdleatmGl  "(Epmermall L agewfl'seim)| CSHTL_RGD CUTg)
erugeoll LM (b
QFWQFU SI(HEwITFON, FleUWIBHLD, DFQUWIH, BHLOFIIW, P& eLPEVL
Qum@Gear. wWpLLEel, auIBLLE, Hauul HLev&G erm MM WINEF QF NG,
Q&FW QFUr eTetTm)| FaMl, SI(HEMTFLHH6D LOCTHSHEUIENE MEUSHS|, QDI
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amy Slmellg emeoGUl! (HlauemeoGul) sTeTm) SHLMeN Gl 2 6Tend 2 (Ha,
Qg LHSHIWD 6TRIGHT G HHG LUTESEIILD 61618 QSmeuni(R, 2 601 661 &L
Smalgemwd Qgmpgl Gumpdiw Qe Qsme®h, §ou hHrsHmeo
QUHGLD A(WPSHS SL6M60 BTEST LI(H&E D&Y, BT ST 61607 "CFWCIFIW
(oM 6T60TM| QBT RIGLD LEhFLLHVEH60 S(IH6UIHEN6UIL LITL6D. HLD&HG
2 WSS AMDSI.

P& SlemLaUsMHG 2 LmLDmeT @6l aUflemild m&LLMM, 2608 LDMEL,
QuUM, G6uLd, Glg 6TetTsnID LMMI, eummil GUTS, &leu EhTEIIDTSIL 2 6u18)
Emalg ol BhEl AHELS! 6]

"F16GCH MHHL" 6160TM)| CFTLRIGD LEhFUHVH H(hEEHTandH
LML 60.2_6nJ&HSME).

61601 [H6L eXlemest, & eNleneor 6T60TM Q@B CHTUILD LHWIOLD, (LPLDLDELIRISEIT
plplwiebd, si@meN umieug Gume, @eflul CHuUMATHD 261m), 2 6075
S(HEUHET 6T6LEVITLD 6T6MTHG S(Hell, &Flou EMET&HemS HTedT LOHLDHS
QumIbLIG, SheumsT Uflhg, 2 61 QUen® S(HeUlqSHen6 6T6&HGS ST
6601 "@(HEH CLMISHT" LEhFLLHOVH SHDUID LML 2 aujHHAME)..

2 L 60 WIghHG 2 uly CUTUSMS (6T, 2 6urg CFafll allemhGLd LGmLps
MM, S Usemlp kU SHhus CFmevedl, 2 601 Fl(heallg&emenll LMHM
CeTpgl, DML BHT6T HMISGSLD 6u6uoTeuoid, GLoeomest (WEHHHSG Si(HeN
SMIML! 6TeoTM)]  LULDUPSHTCETeMELLI LITL_ 606t

"gemeoullj Q&HTEHGSHG". 616 CSHTLRIG UTL6L aeaé&GHMmE).

ShSTLMRSTIHEHID, ‘CFOLLLLINBSHGI 6T160TM QHTLRIGD BHTHLSTEUS
UTL6D  (LPhS6ST H(HeUlq.enUl FTETsnLhBHTed B HMeLOWI(DSHSH DbHS),
HeLEL SHHENUI SleML LI, (BT CUM (PIgU|DeTenT SINOMISSHIHME).

@eueurm) 610U &H([HSHHSHMETU|D SHLULSLD 2aCL BLO&HGS CHHlaNss
GGH AMTHEHES USSP , haOD  AsfleNsg sieuf sHMIS
QaThHdS HHLUUSMD BTD Fal L LOMEHS Falg QenMEIMISHES FLOFLILNSGSHE0MLD!
QIMDS G(HY . e laUf&en G e !

NG GG 606wt (I CILDEITLOEVITLI LITGMIGET, CILDLILDEMLD (&68TMIT
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QLOMLAS &S Gl6m6utT (LD (h&IT 6TEWILD HTLDMIGET, (LD 6TLGFUIS
ULDI&@& S F160) 6801 Si6)60T LisoTesN(15 CHM@HLD, LIhHS S6vil
QLNEGS SHIe060T 61lq CaUGYILD FRIGHTL 60T LOULTULHGLD.
31(H 6 (H UMl Hl6TAM 6T 318 5 Heu)l 61T GLo6LD

GHUT STV HIT6EITS 61T -

Qu(peUTLD6Y HHHIUNTE HTHGSLD H6vflLl

QU@ Eh CFTHIWIMIL UMb H (HLD 6ucLETlEM 6T LOMDHMILD.

(L_ng Qe bCuTg) eruiLg. QFWLIWGeueIT(HLD 6T6iTM)| (HTTHRABISHH
QEmeLEIDCUNTE HHL 1960 Heubhg SHLLDEMLIWLD 6T6dT QIh(EhMFUILD 2651
SreflenensCe er6iTml LOeLCTM(H 6T60 LOET(PLD 2 601 LUTHTaIHSSH 60
allp Couau(BLd 6reiTm| HLOSHEG HWmerd Q&I QFTELEOIS

Qe sHomry - Guruji




GBS 6T FI6V 61 61T 60T & [H G [JLILIMIS 61T

N.Ramamurthy

https://tinyurl.com/596wyv87 ---3

(WP &6OT (LP&6OI6L [HIT6DT 61631 Si6vor6orm Hl(h N.SGLUILNFLOGTINUILD SI6UTSH6IT
QeLeuGdleL GUHY LML S CHLL &hEHT SIMILLS 6T6renen (eU@GeuUTsHs
SUTHSS).

12-10-67 NGWIHEFLO Si6TM) HCITLLTSHSE6L |, l(h LS6USH SGLINFLOGTNUILD
SJ&H6T QeLeuGHleL GHY SUJHET HHLUUSD QUGS QST HIS,
@mMUIIMICHTMILD LSS QUBLMAISET HLhH6or.6dT LIGFH 6L MISET [FLO6TI
CapHrmallevid , oiGest Nesteor] FhsFeNSWT CHHSHTN -FMISHTCHTONE06L
FeoN&HEILpenD M6V GalsmardHeilenild ,2003-2004 U IL_MD6L [HL_[H& 6.
ShFHUGLILSEFSHES QILMD6L CFeLID CUMI 6T60THGHS HenL&&&|.1970—
eOl(pHGH HlevedluTled Liew QL MiGafled UGLILSHET BLSSHIISTEL S)(HLILSLD
&enD Ceuslomsll Lped QMRS 6161Cm CIFTEL6VEVMLD .

BrssT  HeLedsHE b LNMG SHHLLSLD SNGTLITSHET HemLOLILT6
Qur@GeTmaTymsL QUTMILIL MM LT6oT, GHenl Sl &&lq FhSHLILGSMDSTET
QUMLILIL JMULL G.G(HE Lev QL Mi&afled BLHHW LgmendHemnersd CaL(h |
SH®ULUSDUTL0SHE@HD |, (P (IHSHEI BHIDTEID STHL 6TLUCUTSHID 62601586
Q& meutTlq (HhHSHSHEVMEL HeL6L 6w HlemmeLd, USHIouFHUD 2 o mulmm).

@b FLOUWID 61601 IHST QUHSH (HHSHCUTEH SlajHener S(pHLILSLD

QULALM I1gMG MPSHGHIE CFTCMe . Lgemen (Wighg el l9mH@ aubns
Nn@ * sTUUlg QBHEH &ST?” 6160TM CH_CL 6T .ASMS
S&STALD, ' SILCUTLM & URMTGI @606V 6T6ITMITISHET. 6T60THG
SI&HEUTHLCUTLL GI."2 hS G(HEY 6ThG LIKEN6ST LIGIMTI?& | SLGIOL !
ueoL6sel GBI , M&BEMU, HTE06L HL g , L SSMD (b Q&ML (h Qe Fal &
FTUALMD 2 (K&, 2 h& UTLIrTCr SiFH HUev | @evevsttentm? Gaum)
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6T60T6OT60T6D)| CIFMLOMGI?QHS LMHIF UTLmeuT QHHE HTELHGIEL WIM)
@([HSST? “6T60T LDEUTHSI6L LITEMED 6UIMTSH ST

HoUuus) @emsaulflur® UsSsD elBausnHE (LP6ITeNme (1993) ‘&l(HLILSLD
Lomemev” eTedTm S LSSHD SM6dT QBHSS . AHHO®BHS @ Ut (b
CoHosHo& , Hlev HLOL MG Seorenemr cLlg&6&me(h ClFhHEHev

S 6)60T 6T(H5HSH QHT(HSHSH 2 MTSHHU QTTHSHS6L 6ThIGErH6&HEV6EVITLD
Q&meLe0& QEBTHUUTT G(HE SI6UTH6N.  6T6)6U6NT6) [HITL_SH6IT 6T60TM)]
HenetTHHGTSH612. 3G LIV BITL &6 CFLEID. LD LDMTMHMHIGET SHTEHID .
‘op601s LN(HH 6160TM LML 6L BTHUSMSHEG BITL &6 ( 45) BITL &6l
QBTLJHSH6. SleUHmL L GeVCIEUNIHS 6TRISETTEL

LML (W1 u1eN6LEm6VGILIETTMITEL |, LITEULD ! 6TRIGET GlevGlausI&E@ QMM
QU(HEUMT.LIL LIML6L&ENETUILD , SIGH6TT QITEHRISEDETUD CQFHEHEL 46001 U6
SUBSES 2 MITEHIBTES (SHEADSI.

8-10-1981 QI6OTM (LP(H&60T, QHHL LSHSHHL 2 een QhFHL LML mev ClFTELE0IS
Qar@® -6Term| 2 HHIQILLMIID. SemSHL LUMTSHSHCUTEI, SihdH QrTsHLDd
GHH&G LUNFFWIDTEIHTS Q6V6060. GIHT6 “SHIfl SiWl6dT OILITSEU”
6T60TM LIML.6V. SIHMETS, QGFILITG JMHHmS SOMIS CFHelbHg H6ITLITSEDSHS
GHY sHMIG QASTHSHSMPMLD 6T6TIDTDL e[ (LP(HSH6 & 6meusE(H&HELD
umenmL UmHMIE CFTeLeVELD CeuTIT(HGLOM?SH6TTLITSHET el(HLILISHMES
JOOTICUTID G(HEY HUTHET LML meL SMHMIS CSHT(HLILITTSET 6T6TLIGILD
QeRNAMG . LILIGSHSHT6T Sl(h.CeURGCL F6T eUf&HeT a(HLUUSSHMNS
QWIS ‘6RMIGLD BLDLIETIEL’ 6T60TMH LIML 6L , TN @QrTH5H5H60 2 §lH55. i)
GumeoGer  amflHeuThEGS SMfleL CgeTm| CSMEwg (h&E&LAUT(LPS)
“SHUUOMTOP 6T6TH  LML6m6V, L emLTe]l QrnasHed Q&FmeLedlsd C&HT(HSHSHTI.
MG sTeLeLMQIMEMMUID QIGLILT6L MU U|D Q&FTLeNS C&HT(HLILSI
QILNSGSLD .

21-10-1996 - QWIS FLOBTET. NRQUISFLO Sl6oTM) 62(h LIS SHwLULSLD
Q&TeLE0G QBT(HLILG QUPESLD . oML GHRISSG H L LG ur HGL
erdled  CHmeTmaNleLemev. « HHLUUSLD LUSHHHSHMSUID 61(HEHHH
sm&aUralleLemen. L alGCFaLRIGET CGTLJFHLITS QN (BHSHE.
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aNgwsed weim euervbhs eNammiled Q&G FMIsT CaHTaNIHS
QUHGHIOILCL 6T.L060THL 6THGL LML (HCL CHmssTmeNevensn. &l 6J&meus)
UsnLpwl LML emeuCGul Q&meLe0ls QaM(HSHSHINIIL 6VMD 6T60TM)| 6T6U0T680TIG6vT60T.
sTeoT6oTGLOM GCHMemNMM| . CHTUTNCL HFHemer HM&ESF C&FTeTCGeuredr .

2 eMGenGumi wamm Quiflweurst UL &HMEG (LD6IT6ITe0

2 L &MjhGaHeor.sieusnyGul SIimestd Q&g Q&meuiq.(hhGC&H6oT . 6T6oT60r
SLEFFFILD | SICUTIGHT6N ‘CougsHHed Caeall e16oim LML (H LHIEhF6uT
QrressleL edlev GCHmaMmMMI. FHCHHCLOUTICLELTD HOUCEHITL. HBISHFHLD
ST 61601 FaMlenM] GHY). GBHY THHGLD (PIGEUBET SEM6ISHGILD
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Guruji A S.Raghavan is Thiruppugazh way of life

Nalini Muruganandam

It is with a profound sense of humility and a heavy awareness of my own

limitations that | pen these words about our revered Guruji A.S. Raghavan. To write about such a
towering spiritual figure who showed countless souls the Thiruppugazh way of life demands a level
of spiritual maturity and eloquence that | frankly do not possess. This article is less a formal
biography and more a humble offering, a reflection on the mighty work he accomplished.

Guruji was born to a devout couple Subbhaiya Shastrigal and Rama Lakshmi in a town called
Arumugamangalam. He was named Veera Raghavan. He was afflicted by polio when young and his
parents prayed fervently to Lord Subramanya in Tiruchendur. Lord Muruga who is the supreme God
head in all the universe and beyond enslaved him just as he had done to Sri Adi Shankarar, Kumara
Gurubarar and countless others. The child walked, or rather ran on the shores of Tiruchendur,
impelled by the vast divine plans set out for his future.

He learnt music under Sri Vaidyanatha Bhagavadhar. He married Janaki Ammal and his career took
him to Delhi. Having mastered the art of music perfectly he was encouraged to put the talent to
use by his friends Eshwara lyer and Narayana from All India radio. Guided by intuition he chose to
put the Thiruppugazh songs to music, a contribution that has been for posterity.

Thiruppugazh meaning "Divine Glory" in Tamil is a renowned anthology of devotional songs
composed by the 15th century Saint Arunagirinadhar. Its greatness lies in its acute blend of literary
excellence, complex musical rhythms, deep philosophical wisdom and intense devotion to Lord
Muruga. Celebrated for its poetic structure, alliteration, pun, over a thousand unique Chandams or
musical patterns, it reflects the eternal wisdom of the Vedas and Upanishads explaining the
absolute truth in a simple manner accessible to everyone.

Guruji started teaching Thiruppugazh songs from his home in Delhi. Because music expressed and
gave life to the great Thiruppugazh, it deeply touched everyone's heart. Many who learnt directly
from him went on to become teachers themselves.

Participating in a thiruppugazh bhajan led by guruji was an immersive and purging experience.
Guruji practiced strong self discipline. He wouldn't even drink a drop of water before and during the
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bhajan, desiring to be all the more qualified to give the uplifting Vibhuthi Prasadam at the end.
There was pin drop silence in a packed hall. Everyone shared a common ground, and an equitable
position. He has remarked, " We are all Valli; Lord Muruga alone is Paramathma." Vinayagar
prarthanai, Guru vanakkam, Arupadai veedugal, kundru thoradal, pancha bodhas stalangal,
Anubhuti, Virutham, Vaguppu, Poojai and prarthanai all soulfully rendered in succession. Often,
while singing Alangaram, he would choke with emotion, melting and totally dissolving in the import
of the Thiruppugazh's words. What an awe inspiring experience.! It was a higher level of
consciousness. After the Shanti mantram Guruji would ask us not to disturb the inner silence
/peace, for he wanted us to dwell in that essence, the one reality that we focussed on for4to 5
hours.

He took us into that highest level of meditative absorption.There is sheer wonder at the herculean
task...; that of setting music to each song that Guruji has completed. The concentration and
sensitive insight required to select a particular ragam for each song are striking and breathtaking,
as the chosen ragam befittingly brings the song's core meaning to the fore. Guruji has used an awe
inspiring 111 ragams in all.

A thought crosses our mind that the Saint Arunagirinadhar himself would have sung the song in this
ragam before the Lord. Every song could be highlighted for its speciality and voice modulation but
will give two to three examples:

e |In"karivaambari" song,

o 'Gana paandavar ther thanile ezhu pari thoondiya ........ "is sung just like the tempo of a
horse drawn chariot.

e Inthe song, "Uraiththa sambrama...... ", the first two words are sung full of youthful energy
and grandeur, while the tone is subdued in the next two words 'vadivu thirangi'....

e Again, in the song "Suththiya narappudan", the words "eththanai pirappaiyum, irappaiyum
yeduththu ulagil manguveno...." Is sung dragging the words to denote weariness and
frustration of this continuous birth and death cycle.

Itis said that in Pazhani, a peacock once danced while he sang, but he would humbly say, "l don't
sing; Lord Muruga alone makes me sing." He asked us to practice love and non hatred (Anbu and
Avirodham). Undoubtedly, love and non hatred are the foundation, the sacred prerequisites for
spiritual ascent. Guruji enabled even those like me, illiterate in the Tamil script and formal music,
to sing.

He sang and taught not only thiruppugazh , on Arumuga Sivam, but also Abhirami Andadi and
Abhirami Padhigam on Ambal. He asked us to read Kandar Anubhuti everyday. Now, every region,
organises bhajans on Shasti, Kirthigai, Vishagam, moolam every month, apart from the big bhajans
such as Padivizha, Panguni Uththiram, Maha kanda sashti, Aani moolam Arunagirinadhar vizha,
Thai poosam, etc.

Thiruppugazh has certainly refined my perspective, guiding me through experiences that fostered
resilience and empathy. These challenges have been transformative, leading me to believe | have
grown into a more compassionate and understanding individual.
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In the realm of divine music and devotion few names shine as luminously as Guruji

A.S. Raghavan, the revered torch bearer who brought the sacred verses of thiruppugazh to
countless hearts with boundless love and expertise in music. Guruji dedicated his entire life to
spreading the melodious hymns composed by Saint Arunagirinadhar, awakening in devotees a
deep sense of bhakti through rhythm and music. Guruji was the source, the origin of the great
Thiruppugazh isai Vazhipadu river, that flows across lands, countries and continents. It sustains
human communities thus quenching their thirst for the Divine Grace of Lord Muruga. On May 15,
2013, Guruji attained the ocean of eternal bliss at the lotus feet of Lord Muruga.

Continuing the tradition, exceptional and dedicated teachers are guiding us, proficient and diligent
anbargal organise all bhajans, thus ensuring we continue the movement Guruji started in
adherence to his principles.

With unwavering faith and devotion to Lord Muruga we anbargal stay committed to learning and
singing thiruppugazh.

Muruga Saranam. 4 s
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Beautiful Imagery in Thiruppugazh

Priya Subramanian (Chennai)

By the grace of Arungirinathar who repeatedly invokes Anbu, pathamalar and
ArulLpaarvai of Muruga, millions of people have found comfort and guidance in
times of distress, and enhanced happiness from Thiruppugazh.

Inspired by the divine, the songs venerating Muruga, describe human feelings, and contain references to
the principles of many sacred texts. The “Isai Tamizh”of Thiruppugazh songs have a unique format,
characterized by patterns of sounds, interwoven with beautiful rhythm.

The songs, set to beautiful Ragas by Guruji, transport us to the culture that once co-existed with nature.
Attributes such as greenery and water bodies of the Sthalams make us yearn for the times when they were
so pristine.

Graphic descriptions of old age, prompt a sober look towards life itself to make it more meaningful.
Our architecturally rich Kshetrams of a glorious era before the devastations, are brought alive.

Thiruchirappalli is described as a place of towering gopurams, beautifully painted mandapams
with gem- studded decorative elements.

sikara kOpura siththira maNdapa
makara thOraNa rathna alangrutha

thirisirAmalai appar vaNangiya ...... perumALE

(thavalLaroopa)
Here is another verse that illustrates the gushing waters from Kudagu of the mighty Kaveri

thiraigal pOl alai mOdhiya seethala
kudaga kAviri neel alaisUdiya

thirisirAmalai mEluRai veera ...... kuRinjivAzhum

(thaRaiyin maanudar)

Thiruvanmiyur, with its tall beautiful palaces, is recorded as the flourishing town it was, before
the Portuguese incursions along the coast.

mAkam uRa maNi mALi mAdam uyar

_thiruvAnmiyUr maruwu ...... perumALE.

(kuchamaaki)
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Pazhani - Some Verses from Thiruppazhani vaguppu are particularly captivating.

Intimidated by the hues of freshly sprouted tender leaves in the sandal forests, frightened monkeys jump
over to the nearby areca nut plantations. Their prancing makes the branches bend and straighten with the
impact.

Huge jackfruits break while falling from the trees spilling their soft interiors. Bees feast on the tasty fruits
and nourish the Shenbaga trees at “Then pazhani”

sen thaLirai mundhu padam endrulLa maruNdu niRai chandhana vanan kulavu mandhi kudhi kondu ayal
seRindha kamugin pudai padhungida valLaindhu nimir madal saadavE

sindhiya arambai palavin kaniyil vandhu vizha men kani udaindha sulai viNda naRai koNdu siRu seNbaga
vanangal valar then pazhaniyam padhiyin murugEsanE

Thiruchendur on the seashore, is made very endearing, with the portrayal of its flourishing fields of Paddy
abound with seashells, Tall Sugarcane stalks reaching to the skies, lush banana plantations, and
waterbodies with lotus blooms.

sezhikkum sAliyum mEkam alLAviya
karuppam sOlaiyum vAzhaiyumeE thikazh
thiruchchenthUr thanil mEviya thEvarkal perumALE

(irukkum kAraNa)

SAli sEr sanginam vAvi sUzh pangaiyam
sAralAr sendhilam padhi vAzhvE

(kAlanAr vengkodum)

Thirumayilai has seen dramatic transformations after repeated turbulence in the last centuries,
followed by migration and development. Its fifteenth century avatar with tall jackfruit groves, lotus laden
water bodies and flower- lined agricultural fields is a treat to be visualized. Pavilions and towers in the
verses narrate the prosperity it had seen, even centuries ago

vadiulavi aakasa miLir palAvin neel solai vanaja vAvi poovode vayalode maNisai madama medai sikara
moodu vAgAna mayilai mevi vaazh thevar perumaale

(kadiyavEgam)

Vaidheeswaran Kovil is also known as puLLiruku veLur. Situated in the Chola country, it had
been blessed with plentiful water resources. It is conveyed in the most poetic manner; Fish from the well-
watered fields of pulLLiruku veLur, jump so high to reach the tender green spathes of the areca palm
trees.
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pachchilLa pooga palai mey kayal thaavu veLur patriya moovar thevar perumaale
(eththanai kOdi kOdi)

Thirumandhurai is a kshetram near Thiruchirappalli. Here are verses that speak of its prosperity
and abundance. Fallen from the trees, in the paddy fields are unclaimed mango fruits enriching the paddy
crops.

Mangkani udaindhu thengu vayal vandhu maaNpu nel viLaindha valLanaada
Mandhar thavar umbarkon paravi ninRa mAnthuRai amarntha perumaale
(Angudal valainthu)

We conclude with one of the most profound prayers for meaningful transformations both internal and
external, subtle and material. Prayers become more significant when offered with a feeling that comes
with better understanding.

uyar karuNai puriyum inba kadal moozhgi
unai yenathul aRiyum anbai

tharuvaaye(iyal isaiyil )
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Arunagirinatharin Bothanaigal

Srinath Vasudevan (Chennai)

Arunagirinathar’s lessons: His Life Incidents

Vetrivel muruganukku araharohara

The Saint Arunagirinathar in his works Thiruppugazh, translated as The glory of Lord has
shown us his life journey/transformation/bliss through his Thiruppugazh songs dedicated
to Lord Muruga. Several topics that he has referenced in his compositions include: The
divine lord’s beauty, the cycle of birth and death, the truth of life, the miseries and pain of
human body, praises to the lord, vivid descriptions of treacherous women, satire on
sycophancy, the death god yama and his atrocities, the human body anatomy, Yoga and
the meaning behind it, glories of Ramayana, Mahabharatha, Kandapuranam Thiruvilayadal
,Thiruvasagam etc. He has also given references of Rishis and Munis such as Vyasar,
Vyakrapadhar,Padhanjali, Agasthyar, Nakkeerar, Naradar,Thirunyanasambandhar to name
a few. The list of other gods he has referred apart from his ishta deivata are Ganapathi,
Devi and her forms, Valli, Devasena, Shiva, Vishnu and his forms(Rama, Krishna,
Balarama, Mastya, Koorma, Narasimha, Vamana, Varaha, Parashurama), Karthigai devis,
33 prime gods, Indran etc. Also, he has given mentions of certain kings such as
Prabudadeva Maha rayan, Cheraman peruman etc. All described in beautiful Senthamizh
language where time and again, he has laid the emphasis on Tamil as the key language.

“Yendha mozhiyum thamizhum yendha isayum perumai sidharamale ”--- (Thirupazhani

vaguppu)
“Senthamizh thelivu kondu adiyarkku vilambiya perumaale” (Munaiazhindhadhu)

“Thamizh thanai karaikaattiya thiralone “(Samaya baththi)
“Azhagaa! Thamizh perumaale “(MadhanEviya)

“Ganaththa senthamizhaal ninnaiyE dhinam ninaikkavum tharuvaay unadhu aar arulL
karuthth irundhu uraivaay yenadh aaruyir thuNaiyaaga “ (manaththiraiyndh yezhu)

One may call some of these stories hearsay/ conjecture , but when things are
documented, we consider that as proof, similar to how a news article read from a
newspaper, feels more authentic than a forwarded message in social media. There are
certain unforgettable life incidents whose proofs he has embedded in some of his
Thiruppugazh songs that were composed in the late 17th century.
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- “Ulaginil anaivargal pugazhvuRa arunayil orunodi thanil varum mayilveera
“(Vridhachalam thiruppugazh)

-“ Viraali maa malaiyil niRpa nee karuthi utru vaa yena azhaithu” (Vayaloor
thiruppugazh)

- “YEraadha maa malathraya guNathraya naanavikaara purpudha pirappu aRa yedhu
yemmamay yenakku anugragiththathum maRavEnE “(Aanadha nyaana)

-“ Jepamalai thandha sargurunaathaa. Thiruvavinankudi perumalE !”(Pazhani
Thiruppugazh)

“-Yengumaay nirkumoru kandanoor saththi pugazh yendhai poojiththu magizh
thambiraanE!” (Kandanur Thiruppugazh)

- Yaanaakiya ennai vizhungi verum thaanaay nilai ninRathu tharparamgk!” (Kandhar
anuboothi)

-“Summa iru sol aRa enRalumE” (Kandhar anuboothi)

Maathargatku Agappadalamo?
Should you fall in the vicious trap of immorality?

Saint Arunagiri has a prolific knowledge about topics that a common man may not
know but yet he shows himself as a humble devotee of the lord Muruga with references
to how crude he was earlier and how Murugan'’s divine blessings transformed him to
lead towards Moksha

kaliyanai aRivurai pPENAdha mAnuda
kasaniyai asaniyai mA pAthan Agiya

gathiyili thanai adinAyEnai ALuvadhu ...... endha nALO (Avaguna
Viraganai)

ettiraNdum aRiyAdha en seviyil
ettiraNdum idhuvAm ilingamena

ettiraNdum velLiyA mozhindha guru murugOnE (Katti muNda)

Women described in Thiruppugazh

When it comes to description about women, Saint Arunagirinathar describes four major
kinds of women
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- Women deity ( Devi Parvathi and her forms, Valli, Devasena, Lakshmi, Saraswathi,
Indrani, Karthigai pengal, rambaiyargal etc)

- Women residents (Wife, Mother, City women, Kuraththis/Kurava tribe women,
women performing rituals)

- Women courtesans (dancers, performers, maids, mid-wife)

- Women into flesh business/immoral acts

Some references for each category

Ichchai andhari paarvathi mOAhini
Thathai ponkavi aalilai pol vayiR

irpasumkilLi aana minnoolidai  Abiraami ... (Deity)

Vizhu thigazh Azhagi maragatha vadivi vimali mun aruLum murugOnE (Deity)

Empiraanodu vaathaadu mangaiyar umbar vaaNi pon neel maal savundhari (Deity)

Manyaval nagaikka oorin anaivarum nagaikka loga magalLirum nagaikka thathai avarodum
(Wife, City women)

Thogaiyar kavari veesa vayiriyar thol vali pugazha madhakopa (Maids)

Kootru marithidavE udhai paarvathiyaarkum iniththa peNNaagiya maan magal kOttu
mulaikk adhiba (Deity)

vanacharar Enga vAna mugaduRa Ongi Asai mayilodu pAngimArgal arugAga (Female
friends of deity)

Vadhana sarOruga nayana chileemuga valLi punaththil ninRu (Deity)

Muzhugiya punalil inamaNi tharaLam murugidu pavalLa migavaari ,muRaiyodu kuRavar
madamagal soriyum (Kuraththis)

Kanivaay vizhi naasiyudar sevi narai madhar kaiyile vizha yEgi aNaithuyilena (Midwife)

Devar maadhar siththar thondar yEga VELurukku ugandha (City Women)

lyalisaiyil uchitha vanjikku (performers)
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Thulangu nala peNkalLai muyanginar mayanginar
Thodunthozhiludan thama....... krakabAram (Wife/ female friends)

When it comes to descriptions about ValLLi (The damsel of kuravas), the saint with
utmost elegance describes her exquisite demeanor and how the Lord himself fell
for her beauty and acted in ways that surprises us

kOthaippiththAy oru vEduva rUpai peTRE

vana vEduvar kUdaththukkE kudiyAyvaru murukOnE

Meaning: Because You were madly in love with VaLLi (the belle among the hunters),
You took the form of a hunter and set about living in the dwelling place of those
hunters in the forest, Oh MurugA!

chetti vadivaik kodu thinaippunam adhiR siRu kuRappeN:

amalikkul magizh chetti!

Meaning: In the disguise of a bangle merchant, You went to the millet-field to woo
the pretty little damsel of the KuRavAs, ValLLli, and enjoyed her company, Oh Lord!

The fourth category of women viz the women who are in the flesh trade business
have been referred to in most of the poems, mostly in the first half. These could be
because of prevalent/increasing such acts at that time OR more plausibly since the
saint had been blessed with eyes to foresee the future, he could have mentioned
these keeping in mind the contemporary era where ‘kali’ is at its peak.

There are vivid descriptions of these kind of immoral women, their physical
appearances, the acts, their ornaments and dressing styles, their mannerisms, the
delusion they create, their actions, their inherent greed for money looting the
poor/young men etc which the saint deliberately mentions to make it believable and
mentions a warning at the end of every description which mainly says how Lord
Muruga helped him overcome these traps/ should bless him/others to stay away
from these sinful acts etc.

One while reading these verses shouldn’t think that these are added with an intent

of sensuousness but it’s done to build a conscious sensitivity to the society that this

kind of a delusion is bound to bring misery/loss/detachment from the path towards
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attaining the supreme and should be discarded immediately. There isn’t much
literature available about the saint’s previous life, so neither should it be assumed
that the saint himself was consumed by all these delusions. In most context, it
looks like a social message Arunagirinathar tries to convey when describing about
the lustful sins associated with these immoral women

References

ariyapeNgal natpaip puNarndhu piNiyuzhandRu sutrith thirindha amaiyum un
krupai chiththam endru peRuvEnO?

Meaning: | sought the company of dear girls. | suffered from numerous diseases.
Had enough running around. When will | ever get Your Gracious Blessings?

aruNamaNi mEvu bUshitha mrugamadha
pateera lEpana abinava visAla pUraNa

ampoR kumbath ...... thanamQOdhi

aLikulavu mAdhar leelaiyin muzhugiy abishEka
meedhena aRavumuRa vAdi neediya

angai kongaik ...... idhamAgi

iruNiRaiya mOdhi mAligai saruviuRa vAna vELaiyil
izhaikalaiya mAdharAr vazhi

inbutR anbutR...... azhiyA

neel iravupagal mOhanAgiye padiyil madiyamAl

yAnum un iNai adigal pAdivAzha en

nenjil senchol...... tharuvAyE
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Meaning: Adorned by precious gems, wearing a paste of musk and sandalwood
over their upper half, | drowned in their wooing ploys; imagining that | was being
sprinkled with holy water, | prolonged my relationship with those women, deriving
pleasure. | was completely dominated by those women, being destroyed. | do not
want to be consumed by lust during nights and days without end, leading ultimately
to my death on this earth.

AmuthamURu solAkiya thOkaiyar
poruLulArai yen ANaiy unANaiyen

aruku veedithu thAnathil vArumen ...... uraikURum

asadu mAthar kuvAthu sol kEdikal
theruvin meethu kulAvi ulAvikal

avarkal mAyai padAmal kedAmalnin ...... aruLthArAy

Meaning: The girls, beautiful like peacocks, speak sweet words soaked in nectar.
They address rich people saying "My duty is your command; my home is close by;
why don't you come in?"so speak the stupid call girls; also there are some
belligerent troublemakers and some openly flirting ladies loafing about in the
streets. Please protect me from their deceptive actions and preserve my purity by
bestowing Your grace on me.

allivizhi yAlu mullainagai yAlum

allalpada Asaik ...... kadaleeyum

alLLavini dhAgi naLLiravu pOlum

ulLLavinai yArath ...... dhanamArum

illumiLai yOru mella ayalAga
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Meaning: With their lotus-like eyes, lovely rows of teeth like jasmine, their ability to
harass by throwing me into the deep sea of lust and, their sweet flexibility in arms,
with their devious mind, dark as midnight, are these women! They, along with my
house full of riches, and all my young children are slowly getting alienated from me

vAsapuzhu kEdumalarOdu mana Aki makizh
VAsanaikalAthi idalAki mayalAki
vilaimAtharkalai mEvi avarAsaithanilE suzhala ...... silanALpQy
Meaning: setting my heart on fragrant musk and flowers with petals; happy
applying lavish perfumes over my body and rambling about fanatically;running after
women chasing them around with passion; after several days of such wasteful life,
dhanaththinil mukaththinil manaththinil urukkidu

samarthigal mayakkinil vizhalAmQO?

Meaning: | indulge in women who melt my mind with their breasts and faces;

How can | fall prey to their enticing lure?

kuviya irukara malarvizhi punalodu ...... paNiyAmaR
kodiya nediyana athivinai thuyarkodu
vaRumai siRumaiyin alaivudan arivaiyar

kuzhiyil muzhukiyum azhukiyum uzhalvakai ...... ozhiyAthO?

Meaning: nor have | prostrated at Your feet by folding my two arms and shedding
tears from my wide-open eyes; instead, my mind has been blown away due to the
humiliation brought about by poverty and misery caused by my past evil and
enormous deeds; will | never be able to kick away the habit of falling into the
treacherous pits laid by these immoral women and roaming about towards utter
decay?

It’s better for us to follow what Arunagirinathar shares as a life anecdote to lead to
the path of uniting with the supreme and to break away from these illusions. Bhakti
for Murugan is the solution that Saint Arunagirinathar suggests.

muththiveet aNuka muththarAkka

suruthik kurAkkoLiru kazhalthArAy (ThiruthaNi Thiruppugazh)
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paramapadha mEse Rindha muruganena vEyu gandhu

pazhanimalai mElamarndha perumALE (Pazhani Thiruppugazh)

About Guruji---

A master of rhythm and a beacon of grace,

He brought Arunagiri’s songs to every place.

With humble heart and a teacher’s guiding hand,

He spread the pulse of Thiruppugazh across the land.

-

SHGUUSLD UL UL 2 eTengHlev 6oL
QUGS M. N6 QUGB AUBEH SiHG 6L
Cleueend 2 eu&(p(LPeugid Lgeai
2 V(G &HEGH6LEVMD MW FeMWG &(HEHMGI-Guruji
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The Sacred Resonance of “Thongal” in Thiruppugazh:

Rhythmic Grace and Spiritual Depth

Dr. Rajesh Sivaraman lyer

In Saint Arunagirinathar’s Thiruppugazh compositions, the “Thongal” is a divine N
refrain that dangles at the end of each stanza, often comprising one or two words - o
such as “6U(HeUTGU” or “G LDLITG6uT”. These vocatives to Lord Muruga unify the verses with
rhythmic grace and devotional intensity. Musically, each stanza’s chandam (rhythmic pattern)

repeats (usually) thrice before resolving into the Thongal, creating a mesmerising cadence akin to a

bird resting on a sacred tree after a successful flight. In fact, historically speaking, it was none
other than Lord Muruga himself, who initiated Saint Arunagirinathar to compose, by using the

example of the first Thongal in “(LD&EMGHHG (H”, which is “6T T GEUTGILD".

The concept of Thongal aligns with the Tamil prosodic term “thani-sol”, defined in classical texts
like Tolkappiyam and Yapparunkalam as a detached metrical unit. In Thiruppugazh, Thongal plays a
vital role in establishing thalam (rhythmic cycle), aiding singers and percussionists in appreciating

the composition's structure. Thongal also enhances semantic depth. In “QUST] HIHNG”, the
Thongal "&I'QGDITQQ" reinforces the stanza's meaning, whereas in “IbIT& 6)ﬂ[_i5§,_|&5”,
“QG).I@G&ITI.Q.” anticipates the message of the next verse. A rare textual reference appears in

“G)JGUILILID'Q!D@” (vanappu utRu ezhu), where the thongal “CI&TIHIGEVITS” is explicitly
embedded, affirming its poetic function.

Guruji A. S. Raghavan preserved the sanctity of Thongal through precise thala alignment and
devotional emphasis. His teaching ensured the Thongal was sung fully and reverently, making it the

heartbeat of each song. Today, some devotees even chant Thongals like “@&LOJGeUGeN” or

“gqgu(y)&,u QIJ(IBLDITGGTT” 108 times daily, transforming them into living mantras of surrender
and grace. Through rhythmic ecstasy and devotional surrender, the Thongal continues to lift hearts
to the lotus feet of Lord Muruga. For those who have sung Thiruppugazh for decades, the Thongal is
not merely a poetic flourish — it is the echo of Muruga's grace in their own voice, a sacred thread
that binds memory, rhythm, and devotion into one timeless offering.
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Thiruppugazh Anbargal (Regd)
Guruji A. S. Raghavan Centenary celebrations

A Guru who changed the lives of thousands,
by making Bhakti in the form of
Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhipaadu,

reach their hearts.

Thiruppugazh Anbargal (Regd)
Guruji A. S. Raghavan Centenary celebrations

Many 'cbntemporary saints,Gurus and social giants,held
him in great esteem for his absolute humility and bhakti.
This included Kanchi Periyava, Sringeri Periyava Senthil
Thuravi, ,Swami Dayananda Saraswati, Krupananda
wariar, R Venkatraman, D K Pattammal and several others

103

Thiruppugazh Anbargal (Regd)
Guruji A .S. Raghavan Centenary celebrations

A guru who empowered the house wife,an ordinary
office goer, the young children and the retired
persons (who found a purpose to their lives).

His Isai Vazhipadu (worship through music)
became a spiritual magnet. Anyone, regardless of
musical training, could participate, and feel an
immediate connection with Lord Murugan.

Thiruppugazh Anbargal (Regd)
Guruji A. S. Raghavan Centenary celebrations

A Guru who became a household name from the
70s when the movement spread, far and wide and
became a Global Movement .

Starting in New Delhi in the late 1950s gaining in
popularity through the 1970s, he established the

Thiruppugazh Anbargal. This selfless movement
spread , purely driven by volunteers. it expanded
to over 30 centers across India and over 10
international centers (spanning the US, UK,
Canada, the Middle East, Singapore and
Australia ).




Thiruppugazh Anbargal
About our organisation (as in 2026)
Dr Girija Krishnan
Thiruppugazh Anbargal have spread across the globe,
All major festivals and events are conducted in multiple centres in India and across the globe

There are over 150 teachers spread out across India and overseas,who are diligently and selflessly
spending their time in propagating Thiruppugazh

WA Teachers group through which we conduct meets every month and all teachers are given an
opportunity to clear their doubts and upgrade themselves.These meets are conducted by a panel
of senior members

A Paddhati video is being circulated to enable new entrants to understand the paddhati and its
importance while conducting a Isai Vazhipadu

Enlisting the various centres in India -

Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai, Mumbai, Hyderabad, Pune, Coimbatore, Trivandrum,
Kolkata, Baroda, Lucknow, Bhopal, Indore, Kumbakonam, Trichy, Madurai, Tirunelveli,
Nagerkoil, Gobichettipalayam, Gummidipundi

Overseas centres

Chicago, New Jersey, Boston, Virginia, Bay Area, Texas

Canada, London, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Singapore, Malaysia

International WA gp

Couple of members from each centre have been added into this group, this has given a global
platform to share activities

Every centre has an enthusiastic youth brigade who have been trained to conduct Isai Vazhipadu
on their own

TIV book is available in 7 languages, 15 editions of the Tamil book have been brought out so far

The presence of Thiruppugazh Anbargal in the Social Media has helped in spreading the message
of Guruji and his teachings worldwide. Facebook has over 12,000 followers and has posts covering
TIVs round the globe. Clips of Guruji singing has been widely covered.

Thiruppugazh Anbargal YouTube Channel (@ThiruppugazhAnbargal ) has over 15,500
subscribers and growing. Over 2,100 videos, many vintage TIVs, songs with illustrations, Guruiji’s
speeches and important live TIVs have been covered. During the COVID period, the Thiruppugazh
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Anbargal activities were continued by presenting full TIVs , selecting and incorporating audio
excerpts from multiple TIVs on all important days like Vaikasi Visakam Aani Moolam Panguni
Utthiram...etc.

There is a website for TA— www.thiruppugazhanbargal.org it is periodically updated and attempt
has been made to include every aspect of Guruji—his life and what he stood for,his
music,everything that he has taught.

Salient features—The very useful ‘Learning centre’ where all the songs have been covered in
teaching format ,with ability to create lists for a TIV very easily.

pdf of the TIV books in the 7 languages is available in the website

Meanings of all the songs, scanned version of all past souveneirs, Valli Kalyanam book and audio,
audios of every virutham sung by Guruji, paddhati of a Isai vazhipadu and many more have been
made available

Itis a goldmine of information about Guruji and Thiruppugazh Anbargal,preserved for posterity.

Every teacher is requested to go thru the website and pass it on to all their students so that they
can use it as a ready reckoner

The most remarkable aspect is the readiness with which our anbargal of varying age groups have
adapted to technology and have become adept in joining online classes and isai vazhipadus,they
walk out of a bhajan and book their auto or cab on uber and rapido,send book parcels across

town,this is just amazing.

Humble
pranams to
Guruji who

made our
lives so
meaningful

This
movement
will spread

far and wide
in the years
to come



http://www.thiruppugazhanbargal.org/

Guruji A.S.Raghavan’s
Centenary celebrations
Sep 2026 to Sep 2028

Commemorating Guruji ’s Centenary celebrations,
Thiruppugazh Anbargal host Thiruppugazh events
across various cities in India and overseas.

The Programme schedule is overleaf

"ClL(H B8 LIM(m6ITTy, Erigser eumpGLo!"

O

Guruji A.S. Raghavan’s Centenary Celebration Programmes

INAUGURATION - SEP 2026 - DELHI

Dec 2026 Bengaluru Sep 2027- Malaysia
Dec 2026- Kumbakonam Dec 2027- Chennai
Feb 2027- Mumbai Dec 2027-Hyderabad
Feb 2027- Dubai Feb 2028- Pune

May 2027- Canada July 2028-USA

July 2027- Coimbatore 2028-Kanchi Mutt
July 2027- USA 2028-Sringeri Mutt
Aug 2027- Chennai 2028-London

Sep 2027- Singapore

GURUJI’S JAYANTHI VIZHA- SEP 2028- BENGALURU
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Thiruppugazh Anbargal heartily invites you to

The Centenary Celebrations of
Guruji A.S. Raghavan

Commencing in New Delhi on September 6, 2026,
the celebrations will be marked by a series of
programmes worldwide, conducted over the next two years

For Details,

Guruji A. S. Raghavan
Centenary Programme Committee

Website: www.thiruppugazhanbargal.org

‘ Contact:
' Girija Ramanathan-9953728467,
" Sri Muthuswamy-9959154414,
Sri Asogan-9972982988,
Parameswaran-9323154163




